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RULING OF LAW 
UPPER NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 

Mark J. Webb, Bishop  
June 24, 2019 

 
STATEMENT OF FACTS 

 
On Friday, June 7, 2019, in plenary session of the 2019 session of the Upper New York Annual Conference, the 
conference addressed Resolution UNYAC2019.3 entitled: “A Call for Structural Change.” (Exhibit A).  A vote was 
taken on the resolution as presented and the body supported it 645-363. 
 

REQUEST FOR A DECISION ON CHURCH LAW 
 
On June 7, 2019 immediately after the vote on Resolution UNYAC2019.3, the Reverend Kevin Slough, a clergy 
member of the Upper New York Conference was recognized and made the following request for a Ruling of Law. 
 

“I request a Decision of Law regarding Resolution UNYAC2019.3.  Does the resolution attempt to negate, 
ignore or violate The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church?” 

 
By Paragraph 2609.6, I have thirty (30) days to render this decision. 
 
 

JURISDICTION 
 

The Judicial Council has jurisdiction under paragraphs 51 and 56.3 of the Constitution of The United Methodist 
Church and paragraph 2609 of the 2016 Book of Discipline as modified by Judicial Council Decision 1244. 
 
 

 ANALYSIS AND RATIONAL 
 
Resolution UNYAC2019.3 calls for notification to The Council of Bishops that the Upper New York Conference 
finds the stipulations of the Traditional Plan not acceptable, calls on the 2020 General Conference to adopt a 
structural realignment of the United Methodist Church that creates an expression of Wesleyan Methodism that 
allows for both traditional and progressives understandings of LGBTQ clergy and same-gender weddings to co-
exist within the Church and encourages a immediate moratorium on any punitive action related to LGBTQ clergy 
and same-gender weddings. 
 
Judicial Council Decision 96 made clear the principle that the Discipline is the only authoritative book of law of 
the Church.  All entities of the Church are bound by its provisions.  All actions of an annual conference must be 
faithful to and consistent with the Discipline.  An annual conference may express disagreement with other 
bodies of The United Methodist Church, but is still subject to the Constitution, the Discipline and the decisions of 
the Judicial Council.  In Decision 886, the Judicial Council established the principle that annual conferences may 
not legally negate, ignore or violate provisions of the Discipline with which they disagree, even when the 
disagreements are based on conscientious objections to those provisions. 
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The Judicial Council has had many occasions to address matters involving human sexuality over recent years, 
setting forth very clear guidelines for permissible action in relation to existing Church Law.  Under these 
guidelines, the Judicial Council has been clear that “[a]n annual conference may adopt a resolution on human 
sexuality that is aspirational in nature; however, an annual conference may not negate, ignore or violate the 
Discipline, even when the disagreements are based upon conscientious objections to those provisions.” 
Decision 1120; see also Decision 1111 (“Annual conferences may not negate, ignore or violate provisions of the 
Discipline with which they disagree, even when the disagreements are based on conscientious objections to the 
provisions.”). In addition to not being allowed to directly negate, ignore or violate the Discipline, the Judicial 
Council has held that annual conferences may not encourage other entities to violate Church law, or discourage 
the enforcement of Church law. Decisions 1262 and 1292.   
 
The “therefore be it resolved” in Resolution UNYAC2019.3 that calls for notification to the Council of Bishops 
that the stipulations of the Traditional Plan are not acceptable for the conference is an expression of 
disagreement and is not in violation of Church law consistent with Decision 1262 of the Judicial Council.    
 
The first “be it further resolved” in Resolution UNYAC2019.3 that calls on the 2020 General Conference to adopt 
a structural realignment of the United Methodist Church that creates an expression of Wesleyan Methodism 
that allows for both traditional and progressive understandings of LGBTQ clergy and same-gender weddings to 
co-exist within the Church is aspirational in nature and is not a violation of Church law consistent with Decision 
1262 of the Judicial Council. 
 
The second “be it further resolved” in Resolution UNYAC2019.3 that encourages the imposition of an immediate 
moratorium on any punitive action related to LGBTQ Clergy and same-gender weddings, is not aspirational in 
nature.  In this section the resolution attempts to encourage a moratorium on the filing of complaints against 
pastors involved in chargeable offenses and would serve as an endorsement or encouragement of such 
prohibited actions or to discourage the enforcement of Church law (¶2702.1b).  See Decisions 1262 and 1292,  
of the Judicial Council. 
 
 

RULING OF LAW 
 
For these reasons, it is my ruling of law that Resolution UNYAC2019.3 adopted by the Upper New York 
Conference on June 7, 2019 is in order in parts and null and void in another part. 
 

1.  The therefore be it resolved that the Upper New York Annual Conference notify the Council of Bishops 
that the stipulations of the Traditional Plan are not acceptable for our conference is a statement of 
disagreement, aspirational in nature and does not negate, ignore or violate The Book of Discipline of The 
United Methodist Church. 
 
2.  The be it further resolved that the Upper New York Annual Conference call on the 2020 General 
Conference to adopt a structural realignment of the United Methodist Church that creates an expression of 
Wesleyan Methodism that allows for both traditional and progressive understandings of LGBTQ clergy and 
same-gender weddings to co-exist in the Church is aspirational in nature and does not negate, ignore or 
violate The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church. 
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3.  The be it further resolved that given the forthcoming structural change, we encourage Bishop Webb, the 
Board of Ordained Ministry, and other members of the Conference leadership team to, as an act of grace, 
impose an immediate moratorium on any punitive action related to LGBTQ clergy and same-gender 
weddings is not aspirational in nature; negates, ignores or violates The Book of Discipline of The United 
Methodist Church and is null and void. 
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Exhibit A 

 

UNYAC2019.3 - A Call for Structural Change 

Whereas, Enormous cultural and theological gaps remain in our global church; and 
 
Whereas The Council of Bishops, The Commission on a Way Forward, and the 2019 General 
Conference were unable to find a satisfactory resolution to the impasse in the United Methodist Church 
around LGBTQ clergy and same-gender weddings in our churches; and 
 
Whereas The Traditional Plan passed at the 2019 General Conference serves as a rejection of 
compromise and a theologically diverse denomination; and 
 
Whereas Only structural separation will allow all Annual Conferences and Local Churches to effectively 
Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World. 
 
Therefore Be It ResolvedThat the Upper New York Annual Conference notify the Council of Bishops 
that the stipulations of the Traditional Plan are not acceptable for our Conference; and 
 
Be It Further Resolved That the Upper New York Annual Conference call on the 2020 General 
Conference to adopt a structural realignment of the United Methodist Church that creates an 
expression of Wesleyan Methodism that allows for both traditional and progressive understandings of 
LGBTQ Clergy and same-gender weddings to co-exist within the Church; and 
 
Be It Further Resolved That given the forthcoming structural change, we encourage Bishop Webb, the 
Board of Ordained Ministry, and other members of the conference leadership team to, as an act of 
grace, impose an immediate moratorium on any punitive action related to LGBTQ Clergy and same-
gender weddings. 
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